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Julie Lussier  
Executive Director, Wisconsin Historical Foundation 

Dear Friends,

I
t is unlikely that any of us will ever forget the past year. 
The dramatic way in which the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic disrupted our everyday lives surely will have 
a lasting impact for years to come. 

Those of us at the Wisconsin Historical Foundation, 
however, will also remember our 2021 fiscal year for another 
reason: your incredible generosity and willingness to help the 
Wisconsin Historical Society when it needed you most. 

As the Society faced enormous financial pressure due to a temporary state 
budget reduction and the closure of its 12 historic sites for most of the 
fiscal year, you stepped up in ways big and small to make sure the world-
renowned organization remained strong. Whether it was by contributing to 
a major project, becoming a member, renewing your membership, giving 
a gift membership, donating a few extra dollars during our online Giving 
Days or annual appeal, or simply showing your support by engaging with 
the Society through its new virtual program offerings or sharing our social 
media posts, you made a difference! 

To highlight some of the things you made possible over the past 
fiscal year, which ended June 30, the Foundation presents this annual 
report. Along with our lists of members and supporting partners, we 
have included stories about a few of the many exciting things that 
donor gifts made possible, a profile of two beloved Society volunteers, 

Jan Palzkill and Lois O'Brien, and updates on two major 
capital fundraising campaigns: one for a new state history 
museum and another for a reimagined entry experience 
at Old World Wisconsin. We hope you are as excited as 
we are about both projects and the major leaps they have 
made this past year thanks to the generosity of so many 

thoughtful donors.
New in this year's report is an eight-page insert from 

the Society that features a message from Director Christian 
Øverland and stories of great work from the past fiscal year, including 

a few of the inspiring ways that Society staff responded to the daunting 
challenges posed by the pandemic.

Indeed, we are living through historic times. Fortunately, both the 
Society, which marked its 175th anniversary in 2021, and the Foundation, 
in its 67th year, benefit from the perspective of our long organizational 
histories, made possible because of people like you. We are grateful for all 
of the ways you have supported us during this unprecedented year and 
we're honored by the confidence you continue to have in us and our work. 
We look forward to a healthy and successful year ahead working together.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION DIRECTOR

The non-profit Wisconsin Historical Foundation has existed since 1954 to 
support the Wisconsin Historical Society by administering its membership 
program, marketing & communications, and private fundraising. This report 
shows how your membership and financial gifts make Society projects possible.

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
WHAT YOU MADE POSSIBLE!

ON THE COVER (clockwise, from top left): Guests arrive at Old World Wisconsin's Family Fun Drive; Mr. Bill the clown delights a young guest after Big Top performances returned to Circus World 
(Kayce Dervetski photo); Guests celebrate their anniversary at Black Point Estate & Gardens (Nancy McCoy photo); Society maritime archaeologists explore a Lake Michigan shipwreck (see page 6). 
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PEOPLE WHO GAVE A 
GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP1,086

SOCIETY 
MEMBERS9,880

DOLLARS RAISED ON THE 
SOCIETY'S 2ND ANNUAL 
GIVING DAY (MAY 28)

15,695

DOLLARS RAISED DEC. 1  
ON GIVING TUESDAY 
(INCLUDING A MATCHING  
GIFT OF $25,562)

51,124

FOLLOWERS ON SOCIETY 
SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS 
(A 21% INCREASE)

144,480

NEW 
MEMBERS2,289

NEW GENERAL FUND 
DONORS316
NEW MURPHY LEGACY  
CIRCLE MEMBERS13

TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 
WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY (THE MOST EVER!)

$16.2 MILLION

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL 
FOUNDATION FUNDRAISING
JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

2 0 2 1  F I S C A L  Y E A R

A  Y E A R  T O  R E M E M B E R ,  T H A N K S  T O  Y O U !

TOTAL $16,185,510

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED
Capital Projects

General Support

Museums & Historic Sites

Collections

Outreach

Historic Preservation

Society social media channels enjoyed 
another year of significant growth. 
Facebook was up 25% to 38,557 
followers, while Instagram grew 85% 
to 8,539. The Facebook post on the 
Oct. 8 anniversary of the Peshtigo fire 
(above) reached 151,452 people and 
was shared over 1,400 times. 
The top Instagram post 
(right), with more than 
700 likes, was about 
late comedian (and 
Madison native) Chris 
Farley's Feb. 15 birthday.

74%

2%
1% 1%

10%

12%
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Historic Structure Reports (HSRs) are the backbone 
of historic preservation work, providing exhaustive 

physical information about a property's history and existing 
condition. They're vital for decision-makers as they plan future 
restoration projects and are usually required to access funding 
opportunities that will help complete rehabilitation projects.

Thanks to significant private funding during the past fiscal 
year, research and evaluation work was conducted at Pendarvis 
in Mineral Point and Circus World in Baraboo to inform 
HSRs for both of the Society's historic sites.

The Pendarvis report, which is nearly complete, was funded 
by a $42,750 gift from the Jeffris Family Foundation through 
its Jeffris Heartland Fund. Since its founding in 1979, it has 
provided matching grants for advanced planning studies for 
historic preservation projects in eight Midwestern states. That 
total was equaled by the Memorial Pendarvis Endowment 
Trust, created in 1984 to support the site. 

The Circus World HSR, in progress, was made possible 
thanks to $125,000 in combined support from the Circus 
World Museum, Inc., the Les & Judy Smout Foundation, and 
individual gifts from Fred Pfening, and Tom and Renee Boldt.

"This important work simply could not be completed 
without this generous private funding," said Nicholas 
Hoffman, Administrator of Museums and Historic Sites. "The 
Society has wanted to complete this work for a long time and 
we're grateful to all who have made it possible. 

"This investment in the future will ensure the long-term 
preservation of these beloved historic structures and provide 

the foundation for improved experiences that are authentic and 
captivate visitors for decades to come."

Hoffman noted the importance of the Ringlingville 
buildings at Circus World, which comprised the Ringling Bros. 
Circus' winter quarters and are one of two Society locations 
designated as National Landmarks (Villa Louis is the other).

"This is the first major study of this type of these buildings 
since the location opened as a visitor attraction in 1959," added 
Hoffman. "It is critical pre-work before we can begin reinvisioning 
a new, dynamic visitor experience within those spaces."

DONORS MAKE HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORTS POSSIBLE

The condition of 
the1897 Animal House 
at Circus World in Baraboo 
was evaluated, along with 
the rest of the site, for a 
Historic Structure Report 
that will inform future 
restoration planning. 
Similar work was completed 
at Pendarvis Historic Site  
in Mineral Point.

Your membership and additional gifts through the Foundation make Wisconsin Historical Society programs  
and services possible. On the following pages are examples of how YOU CHANGE LIVES with your financial support. THANK YOU!

$210K+ in generous support paves way for 
future restoration at Pendarvis, Circus World
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Ruth DeYoung Kohler II displayed a 
lifelong passion for the arts and historic 

preservation, and backed it up by building 
a legacy of generous support for those 
passions.

The longtime director (from 1972-2016) 
of the John Michael Kohler Arts Center 
in Sheboygan was a vocal supporter of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society from an early 
age. Following in her mother's footsteps, 
she was also an especially generous 
benefactor for Wade House, the Society's 
historic site near her home in Kohler.

Sadly, Ruth passed away at home on 
Nov. 14, 2020, at age 79. Cementing her 
lifetime of support for the preservation of 
history, Kohler's final gifts to the Society 
included $1 million for the Wade House 
Endowment and an additional $1 million 
for the Society's Campaign for a New 
Wisconsin History Museum.

"Ruth was a legend and visionary in so 
many ways and we miss her terribly," said 
Julie Lussier, Executive Director of the 
Wisconsin Historical Foundation. "We're 
humbled and grateful for her generous estate 
gifts, which will make history available to 
people of all ages for generations to come."

Kohler had long been a significant donor 
to Wade House and the Society, having 
given more than $1.5 million over the years. 
She also served on the Society's Board of 

Curators for a decade, from 1990-2000. 
Ruth's $1 million estate gift to the Wade 

House Endowment will be instrumental in 
the continued preservation of the property 
that was so dear to her and her mother, who 
was responsible for a three-year effort in 
the early 1950s to restore the 100-year-old 
stagecoach hotel to its former grandeur.

Unfortunately, the elder Kohler passed 
away in early 1953 at age 46, just months 
before its completion, leaving 11-year-old 
Ruth to hand over the key to the Society 
in a public ceremony in which the Kohler 
Foundation gifted Wade House to the state.

"As with her mother before her, Ruth's 
legacy will live on forever, especially at Wade 
House, which benefitted greatly from the 
family's longtime advocacy and support," 
added Lussier. "Wade House as we know it 
simply wouldn't exist without them. Visitors 
to the site will always know the importance 
of the Kohler family when it comes to 
preserving and sharing our history."

Ruth's final gift to the museum campaign, 
meanwhile, helped propel the project to its 
next phase and brings Wisconsinites one 
step closer to a state-of-the-art museum. 

To honor her significant contribution, a 
theatre planned for the new museum will 
bear Ruth's name and serve as a reminder of 
her role in writing the next chapter of our 
state's history.

Kohler's legacy lives on with $1M estate 
gifts to Wade House, museum campaign

Ruth DeYoung Kohler II made her final visit to her beloved Wade House 
Historic Site in July 2020. She is seated near a portrait of her mother, who 
directed the restoration of Wade House, which was completed in 1953.
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As one of Wisconsin’s greatest assets, Lake 
Michigan is a treasure trove of Wisconsin 

and North American history. In addition to its 
diverse aquatic habitats, Lake Michigan is the 
resting place of hundreds of shipwrecks and other 
underwater archaeological sites.

A generous $32,000 three-year gift from the 
Fund For Lake Michigan (FFLM) will allow 
maritime archaeologists in the Wisconsin 
Historical Society’s historic preservation division 
to locate and map one long-lost ship (the 
schooner Our Son, which sank in 1930) and do 
the underwater work necessary to create a 3-D 
model of another well-known shipwreck (the car 
ferry Milwaukee, which sank in 1929).

These projects will greatly enhance the Society's 
ability to tell the stories of these shipwrecks, as 
well as increase awareness and public appreciation 
for Lake Michigan. Initial model imaging on 
the Milwaukee was completed this year, while 
exploring what is believed to be the resting place 
of the Our Son will be undertaken next year.

"We don't usually have an opportunity 
to go looking for a shipwreck," said Tamara 
Thomsen, in her 17th year as a Society 
maritime archaeologist. "Usually our grants 
are for surveying known entities so this is very 
exciting for us because it's exploration. It's super 
cool. We're very grateful to the Fund For Lake 
Michigan for making this work possible." 

Wisconsin history lovers proved once again 
this past fiscal year that even in the face of 

unprecedented personal challenges like those 
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic, you're 
willing to step up and help ensure that our state's 
history continues to be collected, preserved, and 

shared by the Wisconsin 
Historical Society. 

Hundreds of you answered 
our call and generously 
offered extra gifts to help 
the Society overcome a 

massive revenue shortfall.
An amazing $66,819 was donated to the Society 

by 350 people during our two online giving 
days. On Giving Tuesday (Dec. 1), supporters 
gave $25,562, which was 100% matched by an 
anonymous donor, bringing the total to $51,124. 
On the Society's second-ever Giving Day (May 28), 
an additional $15,695 was raised, including a 
$7,500 anonymous matching gift.

In addition, four very thoughtful people named 
the Society as their non-profit organization of 
choice for their personal birthday fundraiser on 
Facebook, raising a combined $795.

"Our members and friends are the best," said 
Hannah Hankins, the Foundation's Annual Giving 
Manager. "Your giving spirit is truly remarkable and 
inspiring. Thank you for making so much possible 
for the Society. It couldn't be done without you!"

$32K Fund For Lake Michigan gift allows archaeologists  
to locate one shipwreck, create 3-D model of another

$66,819: Thank you for your  
extra support of the Society 
during two online giving days

WHAT YOU MADE POSSIBLE

A Society maritime archaeologist 
takes notes while surveying a  
Lake Michigan shipwreck. 
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A generous $10,000 gift from the Friends of 
H.H. Bennett Studio allowed the Society's historic 

site and museum in Wisconsin Dells to continue its 
internship program during the 2021 fiscal year.

"This position is an extremely valuable role and 
support for us," said Dave Rambow, site director at 
H.H. Bennett Studio & Museum. "Two of our interns 
have returned as valuable seasonal employees. It is 
essential to have the additional help to complete much 

of our behind-the-scenes work. We are so grateful for 
the support of the Friends of H.H. Bennett Studio. 
Their ongoing financial support makes so many 
programs possible and enhances the guest experience."

Thanks to the funding, Rambow was able to hire 
Alyssa Crossley to work through April. Among her 
many duties, she made significant progress on the 
ongoing project of digitizing and organizing thousands 
of photo records inherited from Bennett's descendants. 

She also supported daily guest experiences, including 
leading walking tours, which was especially helpful 
with staff members partially reassigned to other state 
agencies to help with the state's pandemic response.  

"It's been really awesome to have an opportunity to 
explore and get my feet wet in this field," said Crossley, 
who has returned to the site as a seasonal employee. 
"It's been nice to be able to build on all the fun stuff 
I learned growing up (living in the area)."

$10K gift from Friends of H.H. Bennett Studio funds valuable intern position

POMEROY FOUNDATION'S $75K GRANT 
EXPANDS HISTORIC MARKER PROGRAM 
Thanks to a generous $75,190 grant from the 

William G. Pomeroy Foundation, Wisconsin 
Historical Society historians and outreach staff 
will be able to re-envision the Wisconsin State 
Historical Markers Program over the next three 
years.

This important financial support will fund the 
creation and installation of an average of 10-12 of 
the iconic brown markers each year for a period of 
three years to address underrepresentation. It will 
expand the program's reach, with a focus on Black, 
Native American and other underrepresented 
histories. 

Today, of the nearly 600 official markers across 
the state, just seven describe events or people 
associated with Black history and only 10 are 
dedicated to women's history.

"We are grateful for this support and are excited 
to engage with new partners to share more stories 
of local, state, and national significance across 
all regions of Wisconsin," said Angela Titus, the 
Society's Assistant Deputy Director and Chief 
Program Officer. "This grant allows us to lower 
the economic barrier that sometimes prevents 
communities from being able to celebrate and 
highlight their rich local history."

The program was first authorized by a state statute 
in 1943. The first marker, which commemorated 
the 1871 Peshtigo fire, was erected in 1951.

The William G. Pomeroy Foundation, based in 
Syracuse, N.Y., is committed to supporting the 
celebration and preservation of community history 
and has funded over 1,500 roadside markers and 
plaques across the United States since 2006. 

Erected last year, this State Historical Marker 
explains the origin of Kenosha’s name.
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PROJECT LEAPS FORWARD AS GIFTS TOP $30M

T
he Wisconsin Historical Society's Campaign for a New Wisconsin 
History Museum moved forward in significant ways during the 
2021 fiscal year, bringing the dream closer to reality than ever before.

Most notably, a $10 million gift from Madison philanthropist 
W. Jerome Frautschi in February (adding to the $3.5 million he 
had already given) put the Wisconsin Historical Foundation over 
the $30 million threshold in private donations required by the state 
to unlock $70 million in public funding for the project. Later, the 
Legislature included $4 million in the state’s 2021-23 biennial budget 
for project planning, including securing a final site. Gov. Tony Evers 
added his support in signing the budget. In early October, thanks to an 
advantageous two-property deal with Fred and Mary Mohs, along with 
additional financial gifts from Frautschi and his wife, Pleasant Rowland, 
it was confirmed that the museum will be located on the Capitol Square.

Throughout the year, dozens of other supporters across the state, 
including individuals and businesses who have given to the project, also 
publicly endorsed the project through letters to their local legislators and 
newspapers, as well as in testimonials for the Society.

"We are humbled and thankful to all who have helped us reach this 
important level of fundraising, and for their steadfast public support," said 
Christian Øverland, the Ruth and Hartley Barker Director & CEO of 
the Society. "We're also grateful for the bipartisan support from our state 
legislators and Gov. Evers. The public is overwhelmingly behind this project 
and we look forward to opening the doors of the new museum by 2026."

To learn more about the project, visit wihist.org/newmuseum.

"The Wisconsin Historical Society 
is one of the most respected 
history organizations in the 

country and Summit Credit Union 
is proud to partner with the  

Society and support this long 
overdue and important project."

— KIM SPONEM, President/CEO 

"We are pleased to make a 
donation in support of this project 
and feel it is important to give 
back. This is an investment in the 
future of our state. ... It will be a 
great day for Wisconsin when the 
museum doors open to the public."

— MICHAEL & JOANN YOUNGMAN, Milwaukee

THE CAMPAIGN FOR A NEW
WISCONSIN HISTORY MUSEUM

CAPITAL CAMPAIGNS: YOUR ENTHUSIASM AND GENEROUS
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EXCITEMENT BUILDS AS WORK GETS UNDERWAY

C
urious guests have looked on with excitement and anticipation 
throughout a year of tangible progress for the first phase of the New 
Arrivals Campaign for Old World Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Historical 
Society's 600-acre historic site and living history museum in the 

Waukesha County village of Eagle.
Thanks to generous early gifts totaling $2.6 million, work was able to begin 

on a multi-year, multi-phase master plan that will dramatically transform 
the welcome area at the site. Most notably, in late 2020, construction began 
on a new building that will serve as a brewhouse and host The Brewing 
Experience presented by the Cleary-Kumm Family. Then in May, historic 
Wittnebel's Tavern (1906) was transported, in four sections, 27 miles to the 
site and reassembled on a new foundation. It was the first structure moved 
to Old World Wisconsin in over 25 years. As more funds are raised, the 
tavern's interior will be restored to its 1930s appearance and tell the story of 
Wisconsin's tavern culture following the end of Prohibition.

"We're grateful to all of the early donors who have made this exciting work 
possible," said Julie Lussier, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation. "Old World Wisconsin has long been one of our state's historic 
treasures, helping people of all ages connect with their heritage. This project 
will improve the guest experience in significant ways and make Old World an 
even bigger regional and national attraction. The Foundation looks forward to 
continuing to spread the word about these immersive experiences and raise the 
funds still needed to turn the remainder of this great master plan into reality."

To learn more about the project, visit wihist.org/owwnewarrivals. Watch 
videos of the tavern move at wihist.org/OWWNewArrivalsVideos.

Above: The roof of Wittnebel’s Tavern is 
lowered into place as it is reassembled 
on a new foundation at Old World 
Wisconsin on June 28. Left: In late 2020, 
construction began on a new building 
that will serve as a brewhouse and host 
programming for The Brewing Experience 
presented by the Cleary-Kumm Family. 
The two projects are part of the first 
phase of the larger New Arrivals welcome 
experience master plan.

A CAMPAIGN TO CREATE AN IMMERSIVE WELCOME EXPERIENCE AT OLD WORLD WISCONSIN

GIFTS MOVE THESE TRANSFORMATIVE PROJECTS FORWARD
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Jan Palzkill (left) and Lois O'Brien have volunteered together for the past decade at 
Black Point Estate and Gardens in Lake Geneva. Palzkill says she most enjoys "making 
the tour a good experience for our guests." O'Brien often does just that by playing the 
home's 110-year-old piano. "I am proud to say that I volunteer at Black Point," she says.
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JAN PALZKILL  
& LOIS O'BRIEN
Black Point Estate and Gardens

C
hances are, if you've visited 
Black Point Estate and 
Gardens, the Wisconsin 
Historical Society's historic 

site in Lake Geneva, over the past 
decade, you've enjoyed a pleasant 
encounter with Jan Palzkill or 
Lois O'Brien. 

If you're lucky, you've met both.
The two delightful women have 

volunteered hundreds of hours over 
the past decade, helping guests enjoy 
tours of the Victorian mansion and 
grounds on the shore of Geneva 
Lake. It was built in 1888 by 
Chicago beer baron Conrad Seipp as 
a summer "cottage" for his family.

"Jan and Lois, and volunteers like 
them, are critical to the success of 
Black Point," said Dave Desimone, 
site director. "We have more than 40 
active volunteers and, quite frankly, 
we couldn't operate the estate 
without their help."

From 2012, when she started, 
through 2019, "Jan logged more 

volunteer hours than anyone else," 
Desimone added. "Her pleasant 
demeanor and grace help our guests 
feel welcome."

"Dave gave me the title `The 
Wrangler' because one of my 
responsibilities was to keep the 
guests together for the docent," said 
Palzkill, 86. "I'm proud to be a part 
of showing off the 1888 cottage and 
sharing its history. The estate is a 
beautiful site. I'm of a certain age 

and the work is easy."
In addition to her volunteer work, 

Palzkill has funded an internship 
program at the site since 2016.

"My husband was a teacher for 
39 years," she said. "It just seemed 
natural to honor him in this way. I'm 
proud to be a donor and volunteer."

"Visitors often tell us how 
wonderful it is to see young people 
showing an interest in Wisconsin's 
history and Jan makes that possible," 

Desimone said. "Our interns are very 
important to us and we're grateful to 
have Jan's financial support."

O'Brien, 90, volunteered over 100 
hours annually from 2011, when she 
started, through 2019.

"Lois is fond of saying 'Many hands 
make light work' and she has put that 
into action by helping in many ways," 
Desimone said. "She is a pleasure to 
work with and is always helping to 
make our guests feel welcome."

O'Brien is perhaps best known for 
entertaining visitors by playing the 
110-year-old Chickering piano.

"I feel honored to have the 
privilege to play for guests," said 
O'Brien, a business teacher at Big 
Foot High School in Walworth for 
34 years before retiring in 1989.

"History is important to me and 
I hope the younger generation will 
learn how people lived in the past by 
visiting sites like Black Point."

O'Brien encourages others to 
volunteer for the Society.

"Volunteering is a wonderful way 
to learn more about historical family 
life," she said, "and it is a great way to 
meet people with the same interests."

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Hundreds give their time each year to help the Society achieve its mission to serve the public. We’re grateful for your dedication.

PHOTO TO COME

 YOU COULD VOLUNTEER FOR THE SOCIETY, TOO! CALL 608.264.6415

"I feel honored to have the privilege to play for guests," said Lois O'Brien, a 
longtime volunteer at Black Point Estate and Gardens in Lake Geneva.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DEDICATED LEADERSHIP TEAMS
We gratefully recognize the members of the Wisconsin Historical Foundation Board of Directors and the  
Wisconsin Historical Society Board of Curators who served from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. Your 
extraordinary dedication and thoughtful leadership during an unprecedented and challenging year enabled us to 
connect with millions who look to the Society as a trusted source of authentic history. Thank you for your service!

BOARDS OF DIRECTORS
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The following pages recognize individuals and organizations who 
cumulatively contributed $250 or more to the Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021, including pledges and 
gifts of membership. It’s because of your generosity that the Society 
has been able to accomplish so much this year. We cherish your 
confidence and enduring friendship!

Your membership and special gifts allow the Wisconsin Historical Society to connect people of all ages to history in amazing ways. Above, Laurel Miller of the Wisconsin 
Historical Museum leads a group walking tour of the Capitol Square in Madison. Outdoor walking tours, hosted by the Madison museum as well as other Society sites, were a 
popular way for guests to connect to history in a safe way during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Unforgettable moments like these are made possible THANKS TO YOU!
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President's Council members contribute 
at least $5,000 annually to the Wisconsin 
Historical Society through the Wisconsin 
Historical Foundation. These leadership 
gifts significantly impact the Society’s 
ability to provide consistently excellent 
programs and services throughout 
Wisconsin, and worldwide via our website, 
wisconsinhistory.org. Each year, we recognize 
the very generous support of the President’s 
Council with a dinner. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have missed the opportunity 
to gather in person to show our appreciation 
and celebrate these wonderful friends who 
make so much possible — but we're looking 
forward to reuniting in 2022. Thank you for 
your continued faith in our organization and 
generous support, especially during these 
challenging and historic times.

SAVE THE DATE 
n 2022 President's Council Dinner:  
June 22 at The Florian in Germantown

* Above photo: Diane Dei Rossi and James Hardy  
at the 2019 President's Council dinner

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL 
OF THE HERITAGE CIRCLE
$1,000,000 and more
W. Jerome Frautschi
Ruth DeYoung Kohler II*
Jane A. Bartell and John W. Thompson

$500,000 – $999,999
Mr. Craig C. Culver 

$100,000 – $499,999
Anonymous
Estate of Robert W. Chase
Mark and Ilene* Laufman
Dale Leibowitz and Ron Suliteanu 
Rhona E. Vogel
Steve and Betsy Wallman

$50,000 – $99,999
Robert C. Dohmen
Richard Searer and  

Cathi E. Wiebrecht-Searer
JoAnn and Michael Youngman

$25,000 – $49,999
Anonymous
Rockne and JoAnne Flowers

Gretchen P. Hoover Trust
Tom* and Nancy Mohs
Fred D. Pfening III
Don and Cindy Schott 
Estate of Nancy Vogt

$10,000 – $24,999
Anonymous (2)
Rima and Michael Apple
Angela and Jeff Bartell
Beach Family Foundation
Lawrence and Barbara Behlen
Christopher and Mary Pat Berry
Bob and Susan Crane
Diane Dei Rossi and James Hardy
Pat and Anne Fee
Michelle Friedman
Claire and Marjorie Johnson
Mordecai Lee
Richard and Joan Leffler
John R. and Catherine C. Orton
Lowell and Mary Peterson
The George and Jane Shinners 

Charitable Fund, in memory of 
Barbara Shinners Grainger

Les & Judy Smout Foundation
Dawn Stucki
Joseph Swanson
Estate of Edwin P. Wiley
Kenneth Young, in memory of  

Jack Ryan

$5,000 – $9,999
Nancy Marshall Bauer
Renee and Tom Boldt
Paula Bonner and Ann Schaffer
Conrad and Sandra Goodkind

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
	 A. William and Joanne B. 

Huelsman Fund
	 Walter A. Wilde Fund
Robert and Elke Hagge
Joshua and Megan Jeffers
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Kaminski
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Sean Lynch and Jessica Klatt
William Lynch and Barbara Manger
Audrey and Rowland McClellan
Celene Frey and Roy Ostenso
Fred and Nancy Risser
Brian and Karen Rude
Stephen* and Monica Sentoff
Miriam Simmons
John and Carmen Skilton
James S. Slattery
Neal and Cathy Wegner
Charles E. and Ruth Werth
Susan M. Zaeske

HERITAGE CIRCLE
$1,200 – $4,999
Anonymous (5)
Peggy Ahlgren
Amy Alpine
Henry Anderson and Shirley Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Anderson
Amber Baker
Judge Thomas H. Barland and  

Jill B. Barland
Chuck Bauer and Chuck Beckwith
Lawrence Bechler
Todd I. and Betty J. Berens
Martha Bergland
Thomas and Karen Binder
Bruce and Melissa Block
Will and Ruth Bloedow
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Larry and Alice Borchert
Eric Borgerding
Paul Muggli and Christine Bremer 

Muggli
Cary and Jill Bremigan
Stephen and Mary Brenton
Ellsworth and Dorothy Brown
Dave and Glenda Buholzer
Peter and Carol Carstensen
Lau and Bea Christensen
Gail Cleary
Dr. Marcus Cohen and  

Mrs. Sheila Cohen
Joann Cross
Dr. and Mrs. Mark J. Curran
Maris and Mary Dambekaln
Mr. James P. Danky and  

Ms. Christine I. Schelshorn
Bruce Davidson
Kathryn Maegli Davis
Judith Daykin
Tom DeChant
Ellen and Gerald DeMers
Larry and Kathleen Dickerson
Dennis and Maribeth Dorn
James and Cynthia Draeger
Gary and Judith Ertel
Dominic Fee, M.D. and  

Karin Swartz, M.D.
Patty Fjetland
Darrell and Sally Foell
Joan Fordham
Mark and Janet Gajewski
Erica Fox Gehrig and Mark Gehrig
C. Frederick Geilfuss II and  

Anne Hamilton
Bob and Sharon Gilson
Adam and Carole Glass
Alicia L. and Jerry D. Goehring

James Golz
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
	 Margaret Hemingway Wells Fund
	 The Dyer Family Fund
Joel and Jacquie Greiner
Thomas and Ruth Griswold
James E. and Sharon L. Gutenberger
Vivian L. Guzniczak
Beverly Hahn
Margie Devereaux and David Hall
Reed and Ellen Hall
Dr. Van Beck Hall
Lawrence Hands and  

Karen Kendrick-Hands
Anna Biermeier and Roger Hanson
Robert and Beverly Harrington
Ann Louise Harry
Edward and Betty Hasselkus
Carroll Heideman
Mary Jane Herber
Ariel Hicklin Ford
James Hoehn and Nancy Goldberg
Kim and Charlie Holbrook
Gregory B. Huber
Susie Fritz Jablonic
M. J. Jones
Arlan and Lori* Kay
Frederick P. Kessler and  

Joan F. Kessler
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Knudsen
William and Jennifer Kraemer
David and Margaret Kraus
James and Joan Laabs
Dr. Ellen D. Langill and  

Mr. Ross M. Langill
Dan Lau and Ruth Nelson-Lau
Robert J. Lenz
Ronald L. and Jean L. Lewis
Mark and Celine Lillie
Sheldon and Marianne Lubar 

Charitable Fund of the  
Lubar Family Foundation

Stewart Macaulay
Richard W. McCoy
Mr. Stephen Morton
Judy Nagel
John K. and Janice W. Notz
William P. O'Connor and Krista Roys
Frederick Thomas and Hope Olson
Bob and Holly Ottum
Mr. and Mrs. August U. Pabst
Jan Palzkill
The Parker Foundation
Gary Pesicka
Emily and Daniel Pfeiffer
Joseph Pfiffner
Rick and Marge Pifer
Frederick and Linda Prehn
Anita A. Reid
Jack and Glenda Rhodes
Ron and Theresa Richards
Robert Ley and Ronda Richards
Walter S. and Amelia M. Rugland 

Designated Fund within the 
Community Foundation for the 
Fox Valley Region

Carol Ann Schlatter
Timothy and Joan Senn
Donna and Tom Shriner
Leonard Sobczak and David Pionke
Delores Spitzer
Kathryn A. Steckelberg
Frank Stekel
Edward and Carol Stevenson
Don and Judy Taylor
George and Catherine T. Tesar
John and Carol Toussaint
Laurie A. Wermter
Beth and David Wilder
Pat Wilkening
Kathryn Wilson
Eleanor and Fred Winston —  

The Longview Foundation
Keene T. and Cathy J. Winters

I am tremendously proud of the 
Society. When I became a trained 

historian, I learned about the 
Society's vast collections and 
the stellar reputation it enjoys 

nationally. It does all of this in the 
service of understanding the past 
in order to create a better future 

for all. I want to be part of that 
important and great work."

Susan Zaeske

UW-Madison Associate Dean for Arts & 
Humanities; Heritage Circle and Robert  

B.L. Murphy Legacy Circle member
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Stephen and Dawn Wolf
Terri and Bill Yoho
Jennifer Younger
Frank and Diane Zillner
Dave and Sandy Zweifel

HISTORY AMBASSADOR
$500 – $1,199
Anonymous (3)
Suzanne Ammerman
Marilou and James Angevine
Julie Bader
Drs. Gita and Jitendra K. Baruah
Steven and Susan Bergin
Mary Jo Bernhardt
Dr. R. David Helling and Bonnie Birk
Diane Bless
Bruce and Leticia Blommel
Luke and Lori Bocher
Gregg and Amy Bogost
Kristin Borst and Timothy Flynn
Ann and Dean Bowles
Susan and William Boyce
Dr. Sid Bremer and Dr. Jerry Rodesch
Barbara Briggs
Martha Brown and Wai-chu Lam
Lawrence W. Browne, M.D. 

Charitable Fund
Nancy Bunge
Christopher Cain
Christopher and Sally Candee
Peter and Marsha Cannon
Harry and Karen Carlson
Jennifer and Martin Chiaverini
Linda and Keith Clifford
Richard Collins and Dr. Debra Berndt
Terri and Charlie Connell
Barb Constans and Deb Rohde
Paul Counsell
John Crandall
Jacquelyn Crinion

John and Joann Cross
Ed and Robin Culberston
James H. Damkoehler
Ronald and Margaret Delaney
David Desimone
Richard Dexter
Robert Doornek
James and Jessica Doyle
Kathryn Drexler
Megan and Brendon Duffy
John Durbin
Eric Eddy and Jodie Kulpa-Eddy
Calvin and Janis Edwards
John Eklund
Edward and Kathy Enz
James Erickson
Emil Ewald Family Foundation
Meghan and Thomas Findley
Timothy and Joan Flaherty
Lorraine and Dan Freed
Claire Gallam
Joan Garretson
Janine Geske and Michael Hogan
Haben Goitom and Chris Smithka
Eleanor Gojmerac
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Goldammer
Ramona A. Gonzalez and  

John P. Stuber
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Goodenough
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
	 Cottrell Balding Fund
	 Anthony and Andrea Bryant 

Family Fund
	 Annette J. Roberts and Joan R. 

Robertson Fund for World Peace, 
World Law and Peace Education

Blake Griffin
Gregory and Carol Griffin
Michael and Linda Groth
John Gurda and Sonja Nelson-Gurda
Christine and Curt Gustafson

Doug and Margaretann Haag
Robert Habush
Jane Hager-Paradowski
F. Curtis and Dawn Hastings
Christopher Heg
Matthew Helmerich and  

Jeffrey Harwell
Duane Hendrickson
Caralynn Hodgson
Nancy Hoffman
Thomas Holley
Sharon Holt
Helen Horn and Ralph Petersen
Vic and Marty Hren
Robert Hughes
Stanley and Shirley Inhorn
Jerry and Sherry Janiszewski
Stanley and Phyllis Jaspan
Richard and Suzanne Johnson
Milo and Joan Jones
William and Dorian Jordan
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of 

HRK Foundation
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Kanne
Allan P. Kasprzak and Trudi A. Schmitt
Tom and Joan Kaul
Ralph and Erica Kauten
Jane Kivlin
William L. Kundert
Clinton and Louise Kuzmich
Donald and Jean Kwapil
Mary Ann and Charles LaBahn
Arthur* and Nancy Laskin
David and Cheryl Lemke
Roma E. Lenehan
Stuart D. Levitan
John Lindquist
Todd and Julia Loehrl
Nina Look and Fred Derr
La Crosse Community Foundation's 

Warren and Denise Loveland 
Family Fund

I feel kind of like an evangelical 
person when it comes to the 
Society. There's so much 
quality. The leadership of the 
Society and Foundation and the 
hard work that everybody puts 
in is so impressive. You know 
you're giving to a very well-led, 
strategic and stewardship-
minded organization."

Paula Bonner

Retired Wisconsin Alumni Association 
President & CEO; Heritage Circle and 
Robert B.L. Murphy Legacy Circle member
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Alice Lundstrom
Brad and Julie Lussier
Dave and Sue Lyon
Laurin Mack and Will Synder
William Madlener
Dr. and Mrs. John J. Magnuson
J. Daniel Maguire
Shirley Mattox
Thomas and Cheryl Maxwell
Mark and Jana McCluskey
Susan McLeod
Blair and Joy McMillan
Bruce Meier and Wendy 

Fearnside
Rebecca Merwin
Ms. Elizabeth J. Meyer and  

Mr. Samuel N. Hope
Nancy Miller
Bill and Pat Moren
Wes and Caitlin Mosman Block
Sally Mundt
Kathleen Murphy
Gerald and Dee Lila Murray
Brook Soltvedt and Dave Nelson
Aaron Nelson
Gary Nosacek and Cynthia 

Jones-Nosacek
Gregory and Cindy Odden
Kay J. and Konrad C. Opitz
Lyn and John* Otterstein
Karl and Lucy Otzen
Christian and Maura Øverland
Barbara Parker
Allan and Patty Patek
Mary E. Pautz
Ugljesha Pirocanac
Robert and Kathleen Poi
John Powell
William Provis
George Purcell
Joy Rasin*
Arlene and Robert Rauland

Don and Carol Reeder
Lou Reilly
Dale Rindfleisch
Anne Ross and Carrie Nelson
Robert and Gladys Roszkowski
Jay Rothman
Carla Salmon
Phillip and Jayne Schauer
Wilbert and Genevieve Schauer
Carolyn O. Schloemer
Tom and Sharon Sharratt
Ellen Simons
Elliott Slauson
Dr. Robert S. Smith
Kathleen Southard
Robert J. Spinti
Allan and Mary Stegemann
Elizabeth J. Steinbrenner
Michael and Therese Stevens
John and Sherry Stilin
Boryana Straubel
Andy and Melanie Swanson
Sean and Melanie Tafaro
Linda and George Tanner
Judith Taylor
Nancy Tesch
Kathleen Tessmer
Josephine Thiell
David and Joan Totten
David and Louise Trubek
Phillip and Mary Tygum
Nancy Unger
Chia Youyee Vang and  

Tong Mabyias Yang
Gerald D. Viste
George L. Vogt
Michael and Luanne  

von Schneidemesser
Benjamin Wagner
Diane Wais and John 

Wierschem
David and Nancy Walsh

G. Lane* and Linda Ware
William and Karen Weber
Ralph and Norma Wehlitz
George Weidner and Marilyn 

Yeates
Frank and Mariana Weinhold
Donna Weis
Rodger and Merry Whipple
Faye Whitaker
Richard and Janet Whittow
Edmund Willis
Kim and Del Wilson
Thomas and Shasta Winston —  

The Longview Foundation
Dr. Aharon and Emily Zorea

HISTORY GUARDIAN
$250 – $499
Anonymous (3)
James Bjornstad and  

Karen Aasen
Jeffrey and Judith Adams
Hildegard Adler
Richard Aiken
David and Sarah Allen
Margaret Amend
Timothy and Terry Amundson
Thomas Hruby and  

Bettina Arnold
Mary Ashley
Paul Aspinwall
Terry and Carol Astin
Craig and Ann Aswegan
George Austin and  

Martha Vukelich-Austin
Roger and Ann Avery
Steven and Elaine Azuma
Jim and Mary Bachhuber
Dennis and Naomi Bahcall
Alan and Colleen Ball
Charles and Jean Balsmeider

Jeffrey and Lorie Bark
Burton Barnard and  

Beatrice Bigony
James and Ann Bartlett
Claire Bauer
Michael and Jana Baumann
Donald and Donna Baumgartner
Byron Becker and Mary Ellen 

Csuka
David and Patti Becker
Timothy and Merri Beckfield
Kevin A. and Wendy M. Behnke
Jim and Cathy Bembinster
John and Ann Benedict
Barbara Bergsma
Steve and Barb Bernhardt
Dale Beske and Dorothy Gertsch
Dennis and Nora Beskow
Annette Beyer-Mears
Angela Bier
Helen Bleser
Stephanie and Richard 

Bloomquist
Julie Blumer and Ronald Martin
Robert Bocher and  

Mary O'Connor
Robert and Janet Bocher
Daniel and Cheryl Boehmke
James Bolitho
Steven Borkenhagen
Walter and Sandra Borowski
Timothy Borst
Kevin and Nicole Boyle
Mark and Ann Bradley
Robert and Sharon Brenner
Cheryl Britton
David and Marcia Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Gretchen Bruins
Neal Brunner
Alan Bryner
Ron and Lois Brzezinski

Michael and Anne Marie Bula
Dean L. and Rosemarie Buntrock
Kathleen Burke
Cynthia Bush
Bruce A. Butterfield
Holly Butters
Peter and Sharon Calder
Richard Calder
William Calkins and Yanni Liang
John and Susan Campbell
John and Bea Carrig
Gina Carter
Carol Lohry Cartwright
Paul Chase
Tom Cheesebro
Evonna Cheetham
James and Nancy Cheski
Aleta and Walt Chossek
Roxanne and Jay Ciatti
James and Martha Clark
Professor Charles L. Cohen and 

Ms. Christine Schindler
Marshall and Arlene Colburn
Charles and Dianna Colman
Lee and Sandra Columbus
Susan Conant
Ellie Connolly
J. Frank and Mary Ann Cook
Michael and Roberta Couillard
George Cutlip
Carolyn Dallmann
Martin and Joyce Dambekaln
Cheryl Daniels and  

Michael Rosenberg
Steven and Laura Dast
Patricia Daubs
Neil De Clerk
John and Sandra Decker
Kelly Delaney-Klinger
Duncan Delhey
Ryan Dennis
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Jocelyn DeWitt and Kurt Riegel
Michael and Carla Di Iorio
Karl and Lisa Dickson
Bruce Diezel
William and Anita Doering
Ray Donajkowski
Nina Donnelley
Brian Driscoll and Susan French
Robert Duecker
Lyn and Cristene Dueholm
Alan and Heidi Duerst
Judith L. Eckert
Nancy Eisner and  

Kurt Fredrickson
Asaph and Mary Elston
Jean and James Elvekrog
Nancy J. Emmert
J. Michael End
William Engler
Chris and Mary Esser
J. Thomas and Mary T. Esser
Judy and Dave Eulberg
Karen and James Evenson
Diane Färdig
Gretchen Farwell
David Faust
Carlyle and Marjorie Fay
Dennis and Karen Fenske
Paul and Katherine Fernholz
George Findlen
Jim and Evey Fleming
Allen and Linda Fletcher
Linda and Dennis Fons
Kenneth* and Mary Foote
Brenda Fowler
Gail and Jerome Fox
Mary Frantz
Deirdre Garton
Charles Gary
Michael Gauger
Thomas Gehl and  

Beth Offermann Gehl

Nancy Geidel
Charles and Joyce Gelderman
Brett and Rosalie Gelinskey
Tony and Mary Gentine
Katherine and Nick Gerrits
Karen Gilbert
Amy Gilman
Jeffrey Glock and Jane Reilly
Paul Gohdes
Mary Jo Goralski
Boone Gorges
Patti Gotrik
Robert and Deborah Gough
Richard Graebner and  

Gail Hanson
James and Sylvia Graefe
Tony and Linda Granato
Frank and Catherine Greer
Marcia Manning Griskavich  

and Walter Griskavich
Greg and Lu Griswold
Russ and Edith Grossen
Richard and Kim Groves
Michael and Laura Grubb
Flores Gumz
Dale and Christine Hagen
Debra Hagen
Shirley Haidinger
David Haight
Alice Halpin
Patricia Halpin
Jean Marie Handley
Collier Hands
James Haney
W. Lee Hansen
Eunice and Warren Hansen
Colette Harbort
Beth Harper
Michael Hatch
John and Sally Hattenhauer
Paul and Mary Beth Haubrich
Lynn Haug

John Hawley
Karen Hayden
Joseph Hazinski
James Heg
John and Aimee Hein
David and Jill Heller
Donald and Emily Henderson
Andrew and Lisa Hendrickson
Cindi Henige and Gary Lynch
Janet and Pat Hennessey
Joseph Hermolin
Earl and Eugenie Hildebrandt
Victor and Patricia Hilts
Bruce Hoesly
Robert and Lorraine Holland
Donald and Merilee Holst
Steven and Shari Holston
Grace Homb
Rik and Eileen Homstad
Daniel and Susan Horton
Raymond Horvath
William and Jackie Hustad
Jeffrey and Linda Huttenburg
James and Karen Hyde
Julia Ihlenfeldt
Steven and Eunice Incha
Laura and Benjamin Ingersoll
George Jacklin
George F. Jacobs, Jr.
David and Patricia Jankoski
Paul and Sharon Janty
Gerald and Jeanette Jessop
Antoinette Johnson
Kathleen Johnston
Eleanor A. Jung
Mary Kaczmarek
Dan and Lynn Kaplan
Anne and Paul Karch
Bob and Joan Karis
Joan Keller Evanich
Richard Kelly
Cheryl Kern-Simirenko

(To donors who support National 
History Day), thank you! 
I learned so much from NHD and 
I'm looking forward to future 
competitions. My favorite part 
was getting to see Julia Child’s 
original letters and show notes 
that a (Society) archival librarian 
scanned in and sent to me."

Liza Kanne

Home-schooled sixth grader, who 
placed sixth at NHD Nationals 
(pictured with older brother Alan, 
who also qualified for Nationals)
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Darcie Kileen and Nate Hemming
James and Deborah Kinder
Lawrence Kirkwood
Christopher and  

Margaret Kleinhenz
Joseph Klopotic
David Knoke
Robert Koehler
Roger Koester
Judy and Jack Kolar
Mary and Scott Kolar
Joseph Kollar
Mary Krall
Stephen Kravit
James Krueger
Beth Kubly
Kenneth and Priscilla Kuehn
James Kurtz
Martha Lamar
John and Margery Langeland
Kevin Langreck
Marvin Lansing and Nancy Kraft
Paul and Margaret Larson
Stella Latourelle
Del and Joan Laughlin
Peter Layde and Angela Carollo
Nancy Leach
Glenn and Janice Lee
Michael and Margaret Lenth
John and Brenda Letellier
Brenda Levin
Christopher and Margaret Lewis
Allen and Joan Liegel
William and Marlene Listwan
George and Emily Lorenz
Wendy and Jeff Lott
James Luckow
Wayne and Linda Luft
Ron and Kay Maassen
Michael and Stephanie Malaney
Andrew and Linda Marcinowski
Laird Marshall and Alice D'Alessio

Donald and Gail Marti
Larry Martin and Martha Cranley
Kert and Ruth Marty
Alan and Donna Matts
Mary McAndrews
John and Marian McClellan
Mary Anne McCoy
John McNamara
Patricia McQuiddy
Eugene Meier
Phyllis Menne
Richard and Karen Merlau
John Merriman
William and Eleanor Messner
Daniel and Jeannine Meyer Joint 

Revocable Trust
Frederick and Karen Mikolajewski
Matthew Mikolajewski
Andrew and Cheri Miller
Janet Miller
Robert and Vivian Miller
Sharla Miller
David Mladenoff and  

Deborah Hobbins
Linda Molvie
Clyde Moon
James and Patricia Moore
Robert Rogers and Kelly Moravec
Janet Mui
Janan Najeeb
Cindy Nelson
William Newell
Peter Newman and Pat Castelli
Linda Nichols
Ronald and Judith Nichols
Daniel Nickolie
Beth Nienow
Jeffery and Anne Nordholm
Gregory Norton and  

Mary Williams-Norton
Thomas Broman and Lynn Nyhart
Marilyn Oberst

Patti and Elijah Okey
David and Catherine Olig
Margaret Ann Olson
Barbara Olson
Joanne Olson
Nancy Olson
Thomas and Ginny Olson
Duwane Panzer
Ronald and Patricia Paska
Sandra Paske
Nancy J. Patterson
Duane Patterson
Justus F. Paul
John and Cathy Pederson
Christopher Peterson
Gary Peterson
Richard J. Phelps
Jim and Margaret Polglaze
David and Donna Poortenga
Judy Poplawski and Steve Ceder
Helen Poser
Jay Poster
Alan and Sarah Potts
Angela Powell
David Prepejchal and  

Nicole Gundlich
Eileen and Stanley Presley
James and Frances Proulx
Daniel and Donna Putschoegl
Patrick Quick
E. John Rabe
Joseph Ranney
Lloyd and Krista Reck
Theodore and Janet Reinke
Thomas Reitz and  

Beth Riemenschneider
Bernd and Laurie Remler
Jean S. Rennebohm
Daniel Reynolds and Laura Wagner
Yokesan and Bruce Reynolds
Michael and Shelly Rider
Mary Rieder

National History Day is unlike 
any school project that I have 

ever experienced. As I uncovered 
more about my topic and found 

different perspectives, what I 
thought might have been true 

continued to change, evolve and 
lead to new discoveries. It was 

like unraveling a mystery.”

Emma Manion

Kettle Moraine Middle School, 
fourth-place finisher in individual 

performance at NHD Nationals (as  
war photojournalist Dickey Chapelle)
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Layton and Diane Rikkers
Louise Robbins
Alan Robertson
Kevin Ronnie and Karen Campbell
Stephen Rudolph
Alexandra and Pedro Rustan
Richard and Jean Ann Rydecki
Phyllis Santacroce
Craig and Bonnie Sauey
Alexander Scharko
Suzanne Schatt
Theresa Schenck
Donald Schenker
Mark and Ruth Schenning
Janet Schipper
Peter and Nancy Schmalz
Karl and Judith Schmid
Judith Schmidt-Lehman
Patricia and Joseph Schmitt
The Honorable and  

Mrs. Martin J. Schreiber
Carol and Dean Schroeder
Jamie and Greg Schroeder
Diane Schuck
William and Judith Schuele
Eric and Jane Schulenburg
Roy and Sharon Schuler
Girard and Nancy Schultz
James and Carolee Schultz
Kristie Schultz
Norman and Barbara Schultz
Timothy Schultz
Peter and Diane Schumacher
Robert Schuricht
Thomas and Meredith Scrivner
Jeri Sebo
Lori Seeboth
Peter and Jackie Segall
Ann and Ron Semmann
Paul and Grace Sexton
Janet Seymour
Michael and Janice Shucha

Mary and John Silbersack
Shantanu Singh
Marcia Sivesind
Dennis Slater
Beatrice Smith
Cynthia Smith
Daniel and Marcia Smith
John and Judith Smith
Lanny and Margaret Smith
Mike Smith and Leanne Olson
Nancy Smith
Sandra Snow and Greg Anderson
Cecil and Nancy Snyder
Norma Sophie
Ann Sowaske
John Speech
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Alan Spiro
Steven Kulick and Margaret Spoerl
Richard Staff
Frederick and Carrie Stanek
Clara Strasser
Phillip and Patricia Stroupe
Judith Sullivan
Allen and Christine Susedik
Chayce Sutton
Mary Sweeney
Terry and Karen Thiessen
Rodney Thurow
William and Betsy Tishler
David and Nancy Topp
Peter and Paula Touhey
Joseph and Rhonda Trader
Maxine Triff
Abby Trollinger
Michael and Cheryl Tully
Susan Tyndall
Michael and Margaret* Uihlein
Mike Ullmer
Earl and Mary Updike

Mary Jane Connor and  
Corey Uselman

Michael Vahldieck and Julie Horner
Maureen C. and John A. Van Dinter
Mary Van Gorden
Pete and Mary Vandenberg
Thomas and June Varney
Neil and Eileen Vassau
Andrew and Lisa Vedder
Dorothy Verhein
Kathryn Voelker
Vicki Volbrecht
Nancy Wade
Mary Kay Wagner
James Walker
Lorette Wambach
James Warczak
Paul and Donna Watson
Robin Rae Weaver
Charles Wegner
Kathleen Weisbrod
Mark and Anne Weitenbeck
Ronald and Judy Wenger
Karen Werner-Deutsch
Paul Wescott
Karl and Ellen Westlund
Donald and Mary Wieckowicz
Sandy Wiegand
Charles and Pamela Wilhelm
James and Nancy Wilhelm
James Wilkin and Abra Wilkin
Dean and Nettie Witter
Charles and Jane Wright
Laura and Gregory Yanchenko
Martha Greene Young
Trudy Zauner
James Zerwick
Steven and Joan Ziegler
Richard Ziemann
John Zillmer and Jennifer Bahr

Preserving history, our 

history, is what keeps us 

moving forward, and von 

Briesen is proud to partner 

with a nationally respected 

organization like the 

Wisconsin Historical Society. 

No organization is better 

equipped to share the stories 

of our great state."

Megan Jerabek

Shareholder at the Wisconsin 
law firm von Briesen & Roper, s.c.



21ANNUAL REPORTTHANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

SUPPORTING 
PARTNERS
Supporting Partners provide highly 
valued contributions needed for the 
ongoing success of Society programs. 
Contact Strategic Partnership 
Officer Sean Lynch to learn how 
your organization can participate. 
Call 608.263.3511 or email sean.
lynch@wisconsinhistory.org.

$500,000+
The Boldt Company
David L. and Rita E. Nelson 

Family Fund within the 
Community Foundation for 
the Fox Valley Region

Kohler Trust for Preservation

$100,000 – $499,999
Circus World Museum 

Foundation
Circus World Museum, Inc.
John J. Frautschi Family 

Foundation
Ruth and Hartley Barker 

Advised Fund through 
Incourage Community 
Foundation

Old World Wisconsin 
Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Greater Milwaukee Foundation's 

Black Point Historic Preserve 
Operation and Maintenance 
Fund

Jeffris Family Foundation Ltd.
Lake States Railway Historical 

Association

Navistar
William G. Pomeroy 

Foundation
Oscar Rennebohm Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
The Lynde and Harry Bradley 

Foundation
The Comer Family Foundation
Ray and Kay Eckstein 

Charitable Trust
Fund for Lake Michigan
Irving & Dorothy Levy Family 

Foundation Inc.
Memorial Pendarvis 

Endowment Trust
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
RDK Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
American Girl
Epic Systems Corporation
J.H. Findorff & Son Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation's 

Black Point Horticulture 
Fund

Habush Habush & Rottier 
Charitable Fund within the 
Community Foundation for 
the Fox Valley Region

Kohler Foundation, Inc.
Ruth M. Nugent Revocable 

Trust
Steinhauer Charitable Trust
Summit Credit Union
Thorson Foundation
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
Wisconsin Civil Justice 

Education Foundation
Wisconsin Preservation Fund, 

Inc.

$5,000 – $9,999
Briess Malt & Ingredients Co.
Burns Bowen Bair, LLP
Davis & Kuelthau, S.C.
First Business Bank
Foley & Lardner LLP — 

Milwaukee
Walter A. and Dorothy Jones 

Frautschi Charitable 
Unitrust

Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin  
& Brown, LLP

Gingras, Thomsen  
& Wachs, LLP

Gorenstein Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

The Hamilton Family 
Foundation

Hammes Family Foundation 
Fund, a Donor Advised Fund 
of the Bradley Impact Fund

Hayssen Family Foundation, Inc.
John and Katherine Miller 

Charitable Fund of 
Lakeshore Community 
Foundation

Quarles & Brady LLP
Terry Family Foundation
Vilter Foundation
WaterStone Bank
Wisconsin Society of Mayflower 

Descendants

$1,200 – $4,999
Alpha Investment Consulting 

Group, LLC
Boardman & Clark
Buestrin Family Fund, a Donor 

Advised Fund of the Bradley 
Impact Fund

Dane County Cultural Affairs 
Commission

Gass Weber Mullins, LLC
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Island Association Inc.
Richard G. Jacobus Family 

Foundation
The Donna M. Kalnes Fund of 

Thrivent Charitable Impact 
& Investing

Kikkoman Foods Foundation, Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation's 

Kopmeier Family Fund
Lake Geneva Garden Club 

Foundation, Inc
Black Point Preservation Fund 

at the Madison Community 
Foundation

Milwaukee Audubon Society
Mohs, MacDonald, Widder, 

Paradise & Van Note
Perkins Coie LLP
Pines Bach
We Energies
Wisconsin Council for Local 

History
Woodman's Foods

$500 – $1,199
Anonymous (2)
Deppe Enterprises
Domer Law
Farmers Savings Bank
First Bank — Oconomowoc
Sue Anne Gelatt Foundation
Genesee Heritage Society
Geneva Lake Association
Herrling Clark Law Firm, Ltd.
Kishwauketoe Questers
Lake Effect HR & Law, LLC
John R. and Beverly J. Larson 

Foundation

Sally Mead Hands Foundation
Milwaukee Schools Historical 

Society
Shanti Home, LLC
E.C. Styberg Foundation, Inc.
Wisconsin Society of Colonial 

Wars

$250 – $499
Alliant Energy Foundation
Badger State Archaeological 

Society
Capitol Chapter Questers
City of Galesville
Don-Rick Insurance
Geneva Lakes Family YMCA
Green County Historical Society
The Charles Hamilton Houston 

Institute
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Lake Geneva Jaycees
Northern Lake Service, Inc.
Sheboygan County Historical 

Society
Waldemar Ager Association
Ygdrasil Literary Society of 

Madison, Inc.

WISCONSIN  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Rima and Michael Apple 

Archives Endowment
George Banta Director Fund
Helmut R. and Nancy M. Bauer 

Endowment Fund
Black Point Historic Site 

Preservation Fund
Board Designated Unrestricted 

Endowment
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Allan and Margaret Bogue 
Endowment for Archives 
Processing

Vernon Carstensen Endowment 
Fund

Gerald and Prudence Craig 
Endowment Fund

Scott M. Cutlip Endowment 
Fund

Danky Fellowship Endowment 
Fund

Deke Slayton Memorial 
Space & Bicycle Museum 
Endowment

Durrie Endowment
Early American History Lecture 

Series Endowment
Fuldner Heritage Fund
Fuldner Technical Education 

Endowment
John C. Geilfuss Endowment
Gleason Genealogy Endowment
Grants-in-Aid Travel Scholarship 

Endowment
Ruth Ketterer Harris 

Endowment
Hesseltine Endowment
Mary C. Hoard Endowment 

Fund
Amy Louise Hunter Fellowship 

Endowment
K-12 Education Endowment
Ruth DeYoung Kohler II Fund
Evelyn A. Krueger Endowment 

Fund
The Ralph and Virginia 

Kurtzman Fund for National 
History Day in Wisconsin

Richard and Joan Leffler 
Endowment

Library and Archives 
Preservation Endowment 

Fund
Local History Grant 

Endowment
Brooks McCormick Fund
Mead Witter Preservation 

Endowment
National Great Lakes Visitor 

Center Endowment Fund
National History Day 

Endowment
The Old World Wisconsin — 

Caldwell Hall Fund
Public History General Fund
Reed School Historic Site 

Endowment
Social History Endowment
Society Library Endowment
St. Croix Falls Investment Fund
Wade House Endowment
Wisconsin Canoe Heritage 

Endowment

LONG-TERM 
CONTRIBUTORS
Those who have generously 
contributed for 25 consecutive  
years or more:

Gerald and Althea Abitz • 
Nancy Abraham • George 
R. Affeldt, Jr. • Betty Allen 
• Carolyn Allison • Joey 
Amberg • American Girl • 
Debra Anderson • Henry 
Anderson and Shirley Levine 
• Irmgard Andrew • Rima 
and Michael Apple • David 
H. and Nancy K. Aronson • 
Terry and Carol Astin • Bernice 
Balicki • Judge Thomas H. 
Barland and Jill B. Barland • 

Patricia Barnes Putnam • Mona 
Barwick • Judith Bates • Carl 
and Arlene Baumann • Joseph 
and Dorothy Becker • Kevin 
A. and Wendy M. Behnke • 
James and Lois Benes • Robert 
and Mary Bennett • Jane B. 
Bernhardt • Dennis and Barbara 
Best • Janet Beuthin • John 
and Linda Binder • Durand 
and Mary Ellen Blanding • 
Stephen and Carol Blattner • 
Helen Bleser • James Bonnett 
• Larry and Alice Borchert • 
Lawrence and JoAnn Borek • 
Kathryn Borkowski • Barbara 
Borns • Dr. Mark S. Bostwick • 
Jerry and Donna Bower • Rev. 
Douglas Brandt • Kathleen 
Braun • Caryl Bremer • Ron 
and Doris Brewster • James and 
Elizabeth Brezinski • Michael 
K. Bridgeman • William 
and Sue Bridson • Elizabeth 
Brown • Joyce E. and Thomas 
L. Bruckner • Douglas and 
Wendy Buehl • Ernst Bunde 
• Peter and Marsha Cannon • 
William and Nancy Carpenter 
• Peter and Carol Carstensen 
• Mark and Kathie Cellotti • 
Evonna Cheetham • Vernon 
Christiansen • Roy and Sara 
Christianson • Angela Cina
Allan Clauer • Professor Charles 
L. Cohen and Ms. Christine 
Schindler • Marshall and Arlene 
Colburn • Donald Cole • Mary 
Jo Cole • Mary C. Pierce • J. 
Frank and Mary Ann Cook • 
Leonard and Shirley Coombs 

• Janet Cooper • Robert and 
Diane Cowan • Gary and 
Debra Cowles • John and Joann 
Cross • Andrew Crummy • 
Lois Curtiss • George Cutlip 
• Annette Daniels • Richard 
and Constance Danielson • 
Patricia Daubs • Donald Davis 
•  Ronald and Margaret Delaney 
• Ellen and Gerald DeMers • 
Richard and Sue Dexheimer 
• Eleanor Dockry • Marie 
Drescher • Alan and Elizabeth 
Dunwiddie • Ruth Duxbury 
• Stephen and Dorothy Earp 
• Judith L. Eckert • Allan and 
Joyce Eggleson • Judy and Dave 
Eulberg • Rose Fahien
Linda Fahrenkrug • William 
and Colleen Feist • Larry and 
Sue Ferry • James and Donna 
Field • Mary Ann Finke • 
Ted and Janet Finn • Robert 
and Barbara Fisher • John 
Fleckner and Laura Feller • Jim 
and Evey Fleming • Edward 
Flenz • Rockne and JoAnne 
Flowers • William and Ellen 
Follmann • John and Roberta 
Fosdal • William and Nancy 
Foshag • Susanne Fountain • 
Robert and Bernadette Frank 
• Richard Fried • Barbara 
Froemming • Susan Fulks • 
Barbara Furstenberg • Terry 
and Judy Gaddess • Dale and 
Janet Gaugert • Donnell and 
Sheila Geib • Mark and Marlene 
Gilmore • Brian Ginsbach 
• Gary Gisselman • James 
Goodwin • Michael Gordon 

and Michele Sumara • Mary 
Gosse • Virginia Gostomski • 
Robert and Deborah Gough • 
Dan and Karen Graff • Dennis 
Trudell and Dee Grimsrud • 
Richard and Deanna Guenther • 
Flores Gumz • John Gurda and 
Sonja Nelson-Gurda • Robert 
Guth • Vivian L. Guzniczak 
• Walter and Patricia Hahn 
• Patricia Halpin • Robert 
Hansen • Allen Hanson and 
Cynthia Cina • Robert and 
Ruth Harker • Reid and Patricia 
Harrsch • Forrest Hartmann • 
Edward and Betty Hasselkus 
• Anthony Haswell • Charles 
and Gwendolyn Hatfield • 
John and Sally Hattenhauer 
• Donald Hebl • William 
Hentzen • Steve Herschleb • 
Earl and Eugenie Hildebrandt 
• Mary Carolyn Hoag • 
Randall and Donnalee Hoelzen 
• Rita Honnold • Carolyn* 
and Pharis Horton • Bernard 
and Roberta Hotzel • Kent 
and Marilyn Houck • Mary 
Huck • Clifford and Mildred 
Huck • Roger and Imogene 
Hunt • Stanley and Shirley 
Inhorn • Susie Fritz Jablonic 
• Thomas Jablonsky • George 
F. Jacobs, Jr. • Jeffrey Jacobs • 
James and Margaret Jagler • 
David and Patricia Jankoski • 
Marilyn W. John • Antoinette 
Johnson • George and Edna 
Johnson • James and Patricia 
Johnson • Mary Jane Johnson 
• William and Lisa Johnson • 
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Mary and Omer Jones • Joseph 
Jopek • Phillip Kallas • Jeffrey and 
R.L. Kannel • Lois Karn • Anne 
Kasuboski • Joanne Kelly • Carol 
Kemen • Ronald Kent and Sara 
Markham • G Curt and Mary 
Kiessling • Dorothy Klinefelter 
• Margaret Knop • Melvin and 
Shirley Koenigs • William and 
Betty Komula • Nancy Kopp • 
James Koslowski • James Krauklis 
• Richard Kraus • Thomas and 
Margie Krauskopf • Brian Krueger 
• Carl Krumhardt • Thomas and 
Carolyn Kurtz • Hildegard Kuse 
• Mary Lagerbloom • James and 
Harriet Laird • Mark and Lynn 
Langenfeld • Edward Langer • 
Zoe and J. T. Lappin • Brian and 
Mildred Larson • Karen Larson • 
Bernard and Judith Leanna • Mark 
Lederer and Lynn Levin • Robert 
Lindvall • Ardala Littlefield • David 
and Marjory Lyford • Rodney and 
Mary Malinowski • William and 
Caroline Mallatt • Andrew and 
Linda Marcinowski • Bruce and 
Susan Marshall • Terry Marshall 
and Lesley Johnson • Kert and 
Ruth Marty • John Marx • Mary 
McAndrews • Peter and Mary 
McCanna • Tom and Geraldine 
McCormick • Joanne McDonald
Jere McGaffey • Neal and 
Ann McLain • Mead Witter 
Foundation, Inc. • Paula Meiers 
• Jack and Mary Melrose • 
William and Esther Merckel • 
Terry Mesch and Lori Miller 
• Harold and Jane Milller • 
Jerry and Maureen Minnick • 

Robert and Nancy Mitchell • 
Dan Mittag and Karen Mitchell 
Mittag • James Moeller • Donald 
and Mary Mollet • Michael and 
Diane Mueller • Tess Mulrooney 
• Sally Mundt • Frederick and 
Mary Ellen Muth • Joseph Nagle • 
Barbara Nagy and Mark Oefinger 
• Gerald and Jeanne Neath • 
Thomas and Susan Nelson • 
Ronald and Judith Nichols • Larry 
and Katherine Nix • John and 
Jill Norton • Frederick Thomas 
and Hope Olson • Keith Olson • 
Lee and Kathleen Olson • Kent 
Orlandini • Nancy R. Osmolak • 
James Ostrander • Allan and Patty 
Patek • Kristen Peil • Frank Peot • 
Donald and Ann Peotter • Sheree 
and Philip Peterson • Alan Petit 
• Daloris Pfister • Joan Phelan • 
Rick and Marge Pifer • Guy Porth 
• Angela Powell • Alice Punwar 
• Richard and Sharon Quale • 
Richard Quinney • John Race • 
Ruth Rand • James S. Reeve and 
Ann Wartinbee Reeve • Gerald 
Reif • Joan Reinholtz • James and 
Barbara Rice • Mary Rieder • Dale 
Rindfleisch • Susan Ringer • June 
Rinka • Lois Ristow • Charlene 
Ritchey • Louise Robbins • Susan 
Robinson • Thomas and Pamela 
Robson • Dennis Rocheleau • Jon 
and Susan Ronning • Francis and 
Carlyn Rott • Brian and Karen 
Rude • Lynn A. Rusch • Jeffrey and 
Linda Russell • Frank and Barbara 
Sandberg • Norman Schaefer and 
Carrie Fintel • Robert and Joan 
Schaupp • Carolyn O. Schloemer • 

Peter and Nancy Schmalz • Ronald 
and Mary Schuelke • Donald and 
Joan Schuette • Frederic and Janice 
Schulz • John and Susan Scripp • 
The Honorable F. J. Sensenbrenner, 
Jr. • Mary and John Silbersack 
• Bhagat Singh • Darrell Smith 
• Gail Smith • Wilma Smith • 
Richard and Elizabeth Snyder • 
Robert J. Spinti • Alice Stapel • 
James and Lisa Stark • Charles 
Stats • Kathryn A. Steckelberg 
• Michael and Therese Stevens 
• Mary Stott and John Becker • 
Randall and Loretta Stutzman • 
Robert and Cindy Swartz • John 
Thiel • William and Barbara Thiel 
• Thomas Thomas • Bob and Pat 
Thomasgard • Todd and Ludmila 
Tischer • David and Nancy Topp 
• John and Carol Toussaint • 
James and Bernie Treichel • Dale 
Treleven • Neil and Rebecca 
Trilling • Richard Tvedten • Phillip 
and Mary Tygum • Aural Marie 
Umhoefer • Diane Veith • Gerald 
D. Viste • Ruth Voss • Lorette 
Wambach • Walter Wartolec • 
John Washbush • We Energies 
Foundation • Eugene Weeden 
• Ralph and Norma Wehlitz • 
William Weinshrott • Suzanne 
Weisman • Thelma Wells • Charles 
E. and Ruth Werth • Gary Wetzel • 
Calvin Wheeler Jr. • Ralph and Jo 
Wickstrom • James and Lorna Will 
• Jeanette Williams • Hampton 
Wilmot • David and Ann Wilson • 
Alfred Wojta • Betty Wolf • Harriet 
Wolk • Mark Wyman
*In memoriam

“We would like to inspire others 
who grew up in Wisconsin to invest 

in such a worthy project. This 
museum will provide Wisconsinites, 

no matter where they are living 
today, with a world-class facility to 
honor the state's historic past and 

use that knowledge and experience 
to build a better future.”

John & Sherry Stilin

Society members and early donors to the 
Society's Campaign for a New Wisconsin 

History Museum. The Milwaukee area 
natives live in Redmond, Wash. 
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LIFETIME  
IMPACT DONORS
Active donors who have contributed 
since July 1, 2016 and have given a 
total of $100,000 or more:

Alliant Energy Foundation • 
American Girl • Diane Ballweg 
• Jane A. Bartell and John W. 
Thompson • Nancy Marshall 
Bauer • Christopher and Mary Pat 
Berry • Bruce and Melissa Block 
• Renee and Tom Boldt • The 
Boldt Company • Anne W. Bolz 
• The Lynde and Harry Bradley 
Foundation • Thomas E. Caestecker 
• Caxambas Foundation • Cleary-
Kumm Family • The Comer Family 
Foundation • Mary C. Pierce • 
Mr. Craig C. Culver • Demmer 
Charitable Trust • Robert C. 
Dohmen • Ray and Kay Eckstein 
Charitable Trust • Dan and Natalie 
Erdman • The Evjue Foundation, 
Inc. the charitable arm of The 
Capital Times • Patty Fjetland • 
Rockne and JoAnne Flowers • 
Four-Four Foundation • John J. 
Frautschi Family Foundation • 
Pleasant and Jerry Frautschi • Walter 
A. and Dorothy Jones Frautschi • 
Charitable Unitrust • FRIENDS 
of the Wisconsin Historical Society 
•  Conrad and Sandra Goodkind 
• Greater Milwaukee Foundation, 
Inc. • Robert and Elke Hagge • 
Herzfeld Foundation • Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation • A. 
William and Joanne B. Huelsman 
Fund • International Harvester 
Collectors — #4  Wisconsin • 

Jeffris Family Foundation Ltd. 
• Claire and Marjorie Johnson • 
Maura Jung, Ed.D. and Kurt Jung • 
Robert D. Kern • Kikkoman Foods 
Foundation, Inc. • Ruth DeYoung 
Kohler II • Kohler Foundation, 
Inc. • Kohler Trust for Preservation 
• Virginia Kurtzman • Mark and 
Ilene* Laufman • Dale Leibowitz 
and Ron Suliteanu • The Lenz 
Family • Madison Community 
Foundation • Madison Gas and 
Electric Foundation, Inc. • Audrey 
and Rowland McClellan • Sally 
Mead Hands Foundation • Mead 
Witter Foundation, Inc. • Tom* and 
Nancy Mohs • Navistar • David L. 
and Rita E. Nelson Family Fund 
within the Community Foundation 
for the Fox Valley Region • Old 
World Wisconsin Foundation • 
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation • 
Fred & Lee Pfening Fund • Fred D. 
Pfening III • RDK Foundation • 
Walt and Milly Rugland • Don and 
Cindy Schott • The George and Jane 
Shinners Charitable Fund • Gordon 
V. and Helen C. Smith Foundation • 
Dawn Stucki • Thorson Foundation 
• Natalie Tinkham • U.S. Bank 
Foundation • David V. Uihlein, Jr. 
• Gregory C. Van Wie Charitable 
Foundation • Rhona E. Vogel • 
Steve and Betsy Wallman • We 
Energies • Wisconsin Dells Visitor 
& Convention Bureau • Richard 
Searer and Cathi E. Wiebrecht-
Searer • Wisconsin Preservation 
Fund, Inc. • JoAnn and Michael 
Youngman
*In memoriam

Our sincere thanks to Susan and Bob Crane, owners 
of Crane Dairy in Brighton, for donating this handsome 
Holstein calf to Old World Wisconsin in June. Fritz, as 
he was named in a guest contest, was featured in the 
site's new Dairy Stories experience, which taught guests 
(including the youngster pictured at right) about the 
dairy industry. Susan is pictured above with Dan Hess, 
Old World Wisconsin’s agriculture and trades coordinator, 
after donating Fritz. The Cranes are members of the 
Society's President's Council and Susan is secretary of the 
Wisconsin Historical Foundation's Board of Directors. 
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LIBRARY IN-KIND
Frank Alfano
Michael and Rima Apple
Bader Philanthropies
Margaret Barker
Leslie Bellais
Diane Boehm
John Broihahn
Brown County Public Library
Doug Carlson
Bill O’Connell
Monique Dawson
Kathryn Drexler
John Ebersol
Carrie Field
Mary Flaherty
William Gann
Barbara Gilmore
Kristy Gorman
Art Heitzer
Linda Hinners
Verlyn Hofer
Sharon Hollenberger
Mary Huelsbeck
Mary Johnston and her class at 

Whitman Middle School
John Kiener
Christopher Kox
Chris Kraemer
Tim Layey
Kathy Lewis
Joan Longmire
Rebecca Martin
Bill McCrary
Jerry Minnich Estate
Lynda Monahan
Janet Montgomery
Charles Morr
Tess Mulrooney
Frank and Kathy Mulvey
Roger Nichols
NMT Corporation

Steve Olson
Mary Parker
Frank Peot
Timothy Perko
Anita Peterson
Kenneth Schaub
Lynne Seaman
Byron Shafer
Gary Soule
Robert Steffen
Jane Swagel
John Thorne
Steven Vedro
Sheridan Vincent
Cora White
Sarah Windisch and her class at 

Greenfield High School
Daryl Winnow
Ronald Lee Winter
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
Joanne Wojciechowski
Aaron Zasoba

ARCHIVES IN-KIND
Aspirus Langlade/Medford 

Hospitals
Daniel Barry
Jacob Blasczyk
Carolyn Brown
Bill Brunstad
Laura Chancellor
Sandra Child
Children’s Theater of Madison
Dr. Jae B. Chung
Community Conservation
COVID Journal Project (207 

participants)
John Darnton
Frank Emspak
Susan Flader
Grace Gershuny

Lee Gierke
Elsie Ham
Margaret Hedstrom
Sharon Ann Holt
Estate of Harold Krom
Deborah Lamm
Mark Langenfeld
Alice and Staughton Lynd
Jim Matos
Andrea Neu
David Grant Noble
Robert Pepper
Jerrel K. Ralph
Sen. Fred Risser
Thomas Stenvig
William Tishler
Unity HealthPoint—Meriter
Scott Williams
Wisconsin Policy Forum
Tom Wittnebel
Dorothy Zellner

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS 
IN-KIND
Aspirus Divine Savior Hospital 

& Clinics
Jules Boykoff
John H. Broihahn
Albert Bue
Kate Chappell
City of Dodgeville
City of Madison, City Clerk's 

Office
Dane County Parks Division
Steve Derene
Brandon Dorn
Adam Dosdall
Carol Downie
David B. Driscoll
Ann Eggert
Paul Ellison

Epic Systems Corporation
Carl Evert
Forward Madison Football Club
Jerri Garretson
Lee Gierke
Carol Gillham
David Goehrig
Kurt Griesemer
Douglas M. Griffin
Group Health Cooperative of 

South Central Wisconsin
Vicki Ruthe Hahn
Alan J. Hanson
Marlin F. Hawley
Heartwood Creations
Cynthia Hoffman
Michael Hollander
Joel Huntley
Mark Huppert
Amy Janczy
Jefferson County Health 

Department
Jockey International, Inc.
Richard Jones
Phyllis Jones-Morrison
Wayne Joyner
Greg Kannenburg
Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas
Devon Knudson
Robert Kolbe
Edith Lejonvarn
Marsha McDonald
Midwest Prototyping
Kayla Nass-Juedes and Ryan 

Juedes
Jonathan Nelson
David G. Neman and Dawn 

Riordan
Oshkosh North High School
Tom Porter
Rock County Parks
Majid Sarmadi

Ann Schade
Service Employees International 

Union, SEIU Healthcare 
Wisconsin

Marilyn G. Simmons
Anthony Snyder
Southwestern Wisconsin School 

District
State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin, Executive Office
State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin, Museum 
Division

Donald Tierney
Jason L. Tish
Testamentary Trust of John A. 

Trumble
University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh, Forrest Polk 
Library

Elizabeth Vaenoski
Terri Van Orman
Kathleen and Lawrence Van 

Epps
John Fritz Walters
David Warner
Waupun FFA
Carl Jay Welke
Wallace L. Wikoff
Winnebago County Parks 

Department
Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation
Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources
Wisconsin Department of 

Administration
Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction
Wispolitics.com
Wormfarm Institute
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THE ROBERT B.L. MURPHY LEGACY CIRCLE:

Generations of Wisconsinites 
benefit from your planned giving

The Society and Foundation would like to thank Murphy 
Desmond S.C. for its continued financial support of our annual 
spring luncheons for members of the Robert B.L. Murphy 
Legacy Circle, named after the law firm's late founder (right). 
Murphy was a founding director of the Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation in 1954 and served more than 40 years on the 
Society's Board of Curators. He passed away Sept. 11, 2001,  
at 95, and generously included the Society in his estate plan.

THANKS TO MURPHY DESMOND

The Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation accepts a 
variety of planned gifts for 
the benefit of the Society, 
including through a will 
or trust, stocks or other 
securities, real estate, an 
IRA or other retirement 
assets, and life insurance. 
These gifts may offer you 
tax benefits and financial 
flexibility.

Talk with your attorney or 
financial advisor for advice 
on how to make planned 
giving a rewarding and 
meaningful part of your 
overall charitable giving.

Contact Joe Kollar, 
Development Officer, at 
(608) 264-6585 or joseph.
kollar@wisconsinhistory.org, 
or visit wisconsinhistory.
org/legacy for more 
information about how you 
can include the Wisconsin 
Historical Foundation, Inc. 
(tax ID 39-0921093)  
in your estate plan.

It's important to have 
an estate plan that 
honors your values. It 
feels great to support 
an organization that is 
preserving and sharing 
things I cherished 
growing up and that 
make me proud of my 
Wisconsin roots.”

John Peters

Robert B.L. Murphy Legacy 
Circle member; Chippewa 
Falls native, and Worcester, 
Mass., resident

Our sincere thanks to the 13 people 
who let us know they made a planned 

gift to the Wisconsin Historical Society 
during this past year. In doing so, they 
will make a real and lasting difference 
for the Society's work — preserving the 
past, while inspiring future generations 
of Wisconsinites to learn about their state 
and better understand its vital role in our 
nation's history.

Those who have notified us that they 
have included the Society in their estate 
plan — through a will, trust, or other 
planned gift — become members of the 
Robert B.L. Murphy Legacy Circle, our 

appreciation group honoring those who 
help provide for the long-term financial 
health and success of the Society. 

While gifts designated for specific 
purposes are always welcome, 
unrestricted gifts allow the Society the 
greatest opportunity to strengthen the 
overall organization and the flexibility to 
address emergent priorities (such as those 
that have arisen during the COVID-19 
pandemic). 

We're grateful for these planned gifts 
and hope your thoughtfulness will 
encourage others to make the Society a 
part of their legacy, too. 

MAKE YOUR 

PLANNED GIFT
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Anonymous (23)
George R. Affeldt, Jr.
Peggy Ahlgren
Richard Ammann
Rima and Michael Apple
David H. and Nancy K. Aronson
Vaunce Anne Ashby
David and Judie Babcock
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bahr
Judge Thomas H. Barland and 

Jill B. Barland
Angela and Jeff Bartell
Nancy Marshall Bauer
Jim Becker
Dr. Stephen J.* and   

Dr. Miriam R. Bensman
Todd I. and Betty J. Berens
Matt Blessing and Susan Maloney
Will and Ruth Bloedow
Patricia Anne Boge and  

R. Jerome Boge*
Kathryn Borkowski
Ann and Dean Bowles
Stephen and Mary Brenton
Michael K. Bridgeman
Joyce E. and Thomas L. Bruckner
Alan Bryner
Paul and Mari Jo Buhle
Andrew & Linda Burkart Living 

Trust
Peter and Carol Carstensen

Robert W. Chase*
Barb Constans and Deb Rohde
Sharon Cook
Robert and Susan Crane
Mary Jean Cronon
Angela R. Davis
Ellen and Gerald DeMers
Robert C. Dohmen
Jennifer Eager Ehle
Nancy J. Emmert
Jeanne L. Engle
John R. Evans
Ronald S. Everson
Mark and Janet Gajewski
Claire P. Greene
Barbara and Eric Greenfeldt
Joel and Jacquie Greiner
Dick Grum
Thomas P. Hand and  

Charlene D. Hand
Richard C. Haney
Carroll Heideman
Mark and Melinda Heinritz
Steve and Jane Holtzman
John O. Holzhueter
Carolyn* and Pharis Horton
Gregory Huber
Susie Fritz Jablonic
Susan C. Jensen
Ruth E. Munz and  

Tom H. Kalinke

Joan B. Key
Gary Kilishek
Ann L. Koski
David* and Helen Laird
Robert T. and Mary Jane Lake
Mark and Ilene* Laufman
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Richard and Joan Leffler
Stuart D. Levitan
Robert* and Dorothy* Luening
Linda L. Marcinowski
Peter J. and Lisa A. Moris
Katie Mullen
Dr. H. Nicholas Muller III
Tess Mulrooney
Ruth E. Munz and  

Tom H. Kalinke
Gerald and Dee Lila Murray
Judy Nagel
John R. and Catherine C. Orton
Celene Frey and Roy Ostenso
Lyn and John* Otterstein
Bob and Holly Ottum
Allan and Patty Patek
John D. Peters
Rick and Marge Pifer
Patricia J. Popple
Gregory Postles
James S. Reeve and  

Ann Wartinbee Reeve
Bob Rettammel

Mary* and Irvin Sather
Richard A.* and  

Deborah L. Schlitz
Michael and Linda Schmudlach
Peter and Diane Schumacher
Margaret Schweda
Donna J. Sereda
Judith Siers-Poisson and  

Jean-Marc Poisson
Robert* and Delores Spitzer
Richard Staedtler
Robert Stone
Dawn and David* Stucki
Donald E. Swinton
Don and Judy Taylor
Natalie Tinkham
John and Carol Toussaint
Michael and Monica Turner
Kathleen D. Valfer
George L. Vogt
Laurie A. Wermter
Charles E. and Ruth Werth
Carlyle H. Whipple
Richard Searer and  

Cathi E. Wiebrecht-Searer
Beth and David Wilder
Barbara* and Ted* Wiley
JoAnn and Michael Youngman
Susan Yugo*
Susan M. Zaeske
*In memoriam

ESTATE GIFTS ENSURE LONG-TERM SUCCESS

Murphy Legacy Circle members are generous 
supporters who have included the Society in 
their estate plan. We honor and celebrate their 
commitment to sustain the Society’s work for 
generations to come.

PLANNED GIVING

May 10, Madison
Nakoma Golf Club

May 12, Milwaukee
The Wisconsin Club’s 
Country Club

* Above photo: Nan Webster, left, 
and Jeanne Engle at the 2019  

MLC luncheon in Milwaukee

ROBERT B.L. 
MURPHY 
LEGACY CIRCLE 
2022 LUNCHEONS
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Guided Journeys programming at Old World Wisconsin 
allowed guests to safely explore the historic site.

wisconsinhistory.org
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FY21 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

Dear Friends,

The past year was unlike any other in the Wisconsin 
Historical Society’s 175-year history. The 
COVID-19 pandemic dramatically changed 

how we all worked and lived, and how the Society 
operated as a history organization.

Through it all, I am pleased to say that our 
staff repeatedly adapted and ultimately delivered 
meaningful and memorable mission-based services to the 
citizens of our great state. As you will see on page 5,  
I am proud of our teams’ perseverance and thankful for 
the dozens of Society staff who accepted temporary job 
reassignments to help other state agencies respond to the overwhelming needs 
of fellow Wisconsinites during the pandemic. Their selflessness truly reflects 
the core values of our organization.

Several highlights from the past year are documented on these pages, as 
well as in the fiscal year report from our partners at the Wisconsin Historical 
Foundation. After the historic year we all experienced, we deserve a moment 
to reflect and be grateful, as well as be thoughtful in building our pathway 
forward. Be sure to explore wisconsinhistory.org and join the conversation on 
our social media channels as we share interesting, historical content.

Thank you for your support of our organization. Together, we have met 
this moment of history and, together, we look forward to better days ahead, 
especially as we work towards building and opening a new history museum on 
Wisconsin’s Capitol Square. Onward!

A message from the Society’s  
Ruth and Hartley Barker Director & CEO

Christian  
Øverland

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

REVENUE

TOTAL $22,055,495

EXPENDITURES

Collections

General Agency

Museums & 
Historic Sites

Historic 
Preservation

Education  
& Outreach

TOTAL $22,981,258

State of 
Wisconsin

Federal Grants 
& Indirect 
Support

Endowment 
Distributions

Private 
Contributions

Earned  
Revenue

83%

2%4%

7%

5%

33%

28%

25%

7%
7%

* Percentages are atypical due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
WHS operations; Revenue percentages do not equal 100 due to rounding
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K-12 ATTENDANCE AT THE 
HISTORIC SITES & MUSEUMS6,698

Historic Sites & Museums
TOTAL ATTENDANCE AT THE 
HISTORIC SITES & MUSEUMS30,585

Library, Archives &  
Museum Collections

PATRONS SERVED BY  
LIBRARY & ARCHIVES19,238

Historic Preservation

BUILDINGS REHABILITATED 
USING TAX CREDIT PROGRAMS479

PROJECTED JOBS CREATED  
BY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS2,209

Local History

ATTENDANCE AT VIRTUAL 
LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE382

SOCIETY CONSULTATIONS WITH 
LOCAL HISTORY AFFILIATES451

BOOKS SOLD BY THE 
WISCONSIN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY PRESS

40,918

STUDENTS USED THE 
SOCIETY’S 4TH-GRADE 
WISCONSIN HISTORY TEXTBOOK

57,719
Education

STUDENTS FINISHED IN THE  
TOP 10 OR WON SPECIAL 
AWARDS AT NHD NATIONALS

7

STUDENTS QUALIFIED FOR 
THE NHD NATIONAL FINALS52

STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN  
VIRTUAL NATIONAL HISTORY  
DAY PROGRAM (NHD)

3,562

*Library & Archives rooms were partially closed and  
many historic sites fully or partially closed due to COVID-19BY
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ADJUSTING TO A HISTORIC YEAR

W ith the enduring COVID-19 
pandemic uprooting our daily lives 
and public protests for social justice 

and racial equality resuming with each new 
incident, history was happening all around 
us throughout the 2021 fiscal year. 

Through it all, the Society’s archival and 
collection teams were working behind the 
scenes to ensure that these simultaneous 
historic crises would be well represented in 
our world-renowned collections.

Among the myriad items collected: nearly 
300 (and counting) COVID-19 journals 
submitted by the public; World War II-
style public information posters created by 
artists for the Society; healthcare workers’ 
personal protective equipment; clear plastic 
protective barriers; bottles of hand sanitizer 
made by Wisconsin distilleries; a quilt 
made out of face masks; and plywood that 
covered the windows of the Wisconsin 
Historical Museum on Capitol Square, 
spray-painted not by commissioned artists 

but by activists during nightly protests. 
Even COVID-19 vaccine boxes were 
collected.

“As a professional, the year 2020 
has completely changed all of my 
understanding of history and what all 
of those experiences meant to all of the 
people I read about in so many books  
(over the years),” said Society Chief Curator 
Estella Chung. “I don’t think there’s any way 
I’ll ever forget 2020.”

Chung said it was important to collect the 
plywood panels created by protesters “because 
it was a really, really difficult summer and (the 
panels) absolutely capture the challenging 
questions we had in that moment in time.”

Pandemic-related collecting will continue 
as long as it lasts — and beyond.

“What we’re after as a collecting team,” 
Chung added, “is being able to amass enough 
resources where someone with the perspective 
of history, which we don’t have right now, 
will be able to parse the important messages.”

Society staff responds to unprecedented  
moment by collecting history as it happens

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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At Villa Louis in Prairie du Chien, 
workers carefully replaced 

the walkways leading to and 
surrounding the historic mansion.

Work continued to create better future guest experiences 
even as the Society’s historic sites were closed to visitors

While on-site visits were paused for most, if not 
all, of the fiscal year due to the pandemic, important 
work continued at the Society’s 12 historic sites and 
museums.

“We looked at it as an opportunity to build for the 
future by improving the conditions at our facilities for 
a better guest experience, as well as holding ourselves 
to increasingly higher standards in accessibility and 
historic preservation,” said Nicholas Hoffman, the 
Society’s Administrator of Historic Sites and Museums. 
“We wanted to create new and better opportunities for 
guests of all abilities to connect with history through 
mission-based experiences and programming.”

Among the projects completed were two 
that ensure equitable access for all guests.

Villa Louis: Work included the restoration 
of the historic walkway around the mansion 
and outbuildings. Adhering to strict historic 
preservation standards, bricks and stonework 
were replaced, vastly improving accessibility to 
this cherished National Historic Landmark building.

Madeline Island Museum: Work included new and 
refurbished ramps at all entries and exits, a paved 
parking lot, button-activated door entries, and paved 
pathways connecting the museum to outdoor program 
areas.

The Society is extremely proud of the 53 staff members who accepted 
temporary job reassignments during the past fiscal year to help other 
state agencies respond to demand for services resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

These employees transitioned to positions with the Department of 
Health Services (DHS) and the Department of Workforce Development 
(DWD), both of which faced unprecedented demand. Their contributions 
included establishing coronavrius testing centers, devising contact-
tracing systems, managing vaccine distribution, and helping process 
record numbers of unemployment insurance claims.

“We couldn’t be more proud of the way our staff embraced their spirit 

of service and made significant personal and professional sacrifices 
to support people across our state during this unprecedented time of 
need,” said Christian Øverland, the Ruth and Hartley Barker Director 
& CEO of the Society. “Their willingness to apply their skills to solve 
incredibly complex problems and help save lives and livelihoods will 
forever be part of the story of this historic time.”

“Some of the people I spoke with ... mentioned they were on the brink 
of losing their home because of employment that fell through due to 
the pandemic,” said Rose Haveri, a tourist information assistant and 
Society employee since 1998, who was reassigned to DWD. “When I was 
able to (help) them get their deserved benefits, it felt wonderful!”

Dozens of employees temporarily changed jobs to help the state respond to crises

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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F or more than three decades, 
Wisconsin Historical Society 
maritime archaeologists and their 

colleagues have carefully documented 
dozens of shipwrecks off the eastern 
coast of Wisconsin in the waters of 
Lake Michigan. 

That work received national recognition 
late this summer when the 962-square-
mile Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast was 
officially designated the nation’s 15th 

national marine sanctuary by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The vast area, located roughly between 
Port Washington and Two Rivers, includes 
36 known shipwrecks, 21 of which are 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The designation paves the way for 
further exploration and opportunities for 
educational and tourism programming.

“It is truly awe-inspiring,” said Society 
Director Christian Øverland. “This 

sanctuary will be an important way for 
us to teach visitors about the maritime 
history of our state and its national 
impact. We appreciate Gov. Evers and his 
administration, as well as state and local 
stakeholders and community partners, who 
helped make this designation a reality. It is 
extremely exciting and the culmination of 
decades of work by countless individuals.”

For more information on this significant 
designation, visit wihist.org/noaa.

Wisconsin  
Shipwreck Coast  
designated  
a national  
sanctuary

Society maritime archaeologists 
explore the Rouse Simmons, 

which in 1912 sank in 
Lake Michigan, near Two Rivers, 

with a cargo full of Christmas 
trees bound for Chicago. 

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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For the first time, the Society’s Local History and 
Historic Preservation Conference pivoted to a 

fully online format for its 14th annual gathering 
in October 2020, while the National History Day 
program for middle and high school students 
across Wisconsin also conducted its judging 
virtually. Both exceeded expectations despite the 
challenges of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thank you to our generous sponsors whose 
financial support made these events possible, 
allowing people of all ages to connect with history 
— and each other — during a truly historic year.

n Local History Conference: 382 people from 
19 states and 53 Wisconsin counties registered, 
including 49 percent first-time attendees. They 
enjoyed 32 sessions and interactive networking.

n National History Day: 3,526 students 
participated, with 52 qualifying for Nationals, 
where seven finished in the Top 10 or won special 
awards. “My oldest son has said often that NHD 
was the best preparation he could have had for 
college work,” said Elizabeth Kanne, whose high 
school son, Alan, and sixth-grade daughter, Liza, 
both qualified for Nationals, with Liza placing sixth.

Even with the COVID-19 pandemic 
creating unique challenges in the 2021 
fiscal year, the Wisconsin Historical Society 

Press was able to connect with thousands 
of readers in new ways. In the process, it 
actually surprassed 2020 totals in both books 
sold (40,918, up by 3,756) and net sales to 
support the Society ($612,006, an increase of 
$15,738).

“The Press team believes that the written 
word has the power to build bridges and 
improve people’s lives — especially during 
trying times,” said Kate Thompson, director 
of the Society Press. “We’re grateful that so many people across the country 
engaged with us virtually and, through their purchases, helped support Society 
programs. It was inspiring to see book lovers come together to learn and lift 
each other up during these historic times.”

As the pandemic took hold, the Press pivoted to a variety of successful online 
programs. In addition to virtual book launches and talks by authors that attracted 
more than 2,000 guests, the Press launched a monthly Book Bites author series for 
adults, drawing over 3,200 views on the Press’ Facebook page. It was an expansion 
of the Storytime Live summer series for young readers (5,200 views). Both can 
be viewed on the Society Press YouTube page (@whspressbooks). “These events 
kept our books in front of live audiences during the pandemic,” Thompson said, 
“and enabled us to share history when in-person events weren’t possible.” In fact, 
they proved so popular, she said, that Book Bites will continue through 2022.

Society Press enjoys strong 
year despite pandemic

NHD, local history 
conference make 
virtual connections

Author Pao Lor is hosted by 
Kristin Gilpatrick of the Society 
Press during his virtual book 
launch in April.

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY



    

wisconsinhistory.org

Guests celebrate 
a wedding at the 
Wisconsin Historical 
Society headquarters 
building in Madison 
in June. Over the 
past three years, the 
building has hosted 
36 weddings among 
185 private events, 
with more than 
16,000 attendees. 

Thank you to all 
who have hosted 
events, inspiring 
others to engage in 
our shared history 
while also providing 
revenue to support 
the Society. Go to 
wisconsinhistory.org/ 
eventrentals for 
information on how 
to host your event  
at a Society site.
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